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Preface

After a preparation period of many
years by Japan, Vietnam and other
relevant parties, Vietnam Japan
University (VJU) was opened as a
symbol of friendship and unity between
the two countries in September 2016. In ¥ :
the future, VJIU will widely accept students from ASEAN nations,
other Asian countries and from around the world and develop
human resources who will be able to flourish worldwide. We
recently invited Mr. Tsutomu Takebe, special advisor for the
Japan-Vietnam Parliamentarians' Friendship League, to give a
special lecture to the members of the master's program inaugural
class to underscore the philosophy behind the establishment of VJU
and the fundamental principles of human resources development.
Mr. Takebe has been one of the leading figures in laying the
foundation of the establishment of VJU. He did this while acting as
a bridge between Japan and Vietnam in a span of over ten years
since being chairman of the Japan-Vietnam Parliamentarians’
Friendship League. He is the perfect person to be on this podium.
About 100 people, including VJU students, members of university
faculty, relevant parties of the Japanese and Vietnamese
governments and supporting institutions, made up the audience for
this most memorable lecture. It would be appreciated if you could
feel the passion and dedication of Mr. Takebe, who has consistently
exerted himself to realize the plan of VJU, from his lecture.

This booklet chronicles the lecture, contains messages from
those involved in establishing and developing VJU and includes the
sincere comments from members of the inaugural class.

We hope this booklet will assist you in understanding the history,
philosophy and principles underlying VJU and wish all of you to
keep watching warmly over the challenge of VJU.

Motoo Furuta

Rector, Vietnam Japan University
January 2017




VJU

Vietnam Jﬂpan University

since 1904

Special Lecture at Vietnam Japan University

My name is Tsutomu Takebe. I am a special advisor of the Japan-Vietnam
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League.

I am pleased to be here with you today. The last time I visited the My
Dinh campus was in September at the opening ceremony. Today I see that
all of the inaugural class, faculty and staff have been striving in education
and learning and I am again realizing that campus life at Vietnam Japan
University (VJU) has really started. In the fullness of my heart, I feel that
what [ had dreamed about for many years is now right before me.

Today, I would like to talk about how VJU was established and about its
future prospects and expectations.

< Vietham and myself >

Please allow me to introduce myself. In Japan, I served as the Minister
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
Secretary-General when I was a member of the House of Representative
for 28 years. I have also served as chairman of the Japan-Vietnam
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League, chairman of the Japan-Indonesia
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League, chairman of the Japan-Mekong
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League and chairman of the Japan-Mongolia
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League. I have been enthusiastically involved
in promoting friendship with Asian nations. I have had a particularly strong
relationship with Vietnam and was honored
to receive the Medal of Friendship in 2013 for
significant contributions to friendship between
Vietnam and Japan. I retired from politics in
November 2012. In 2013, I established The
TOA Institution and became its Chairman &
CEO. I have established the principle "Spirit & O
of Concord" in which all Asian nations "help Special lecture by Mr. Tutomu Takebe




and encourage each other to solve problems together by consolidating
each other's strengths to create a new Asian era of co-existence and co-
prosperity." I have followed this principle down to this day by promoting
friendship among Asian nations and establishing a platform for promoting
friendship. As a part of my lifetime commitment, I have been making every
possible effort to promote VIJU.

< Vietham Japan Relations >

Before talking about the establishment of VJU,
I would like to briefly review the history of the
Vietnam Japan relationship. Vietnam and Japan
have a long history, going back to the 8th century
when a Japanese who was en route to study in
Tang was washed ashore in Annam on his way

Award ceremony - Medal of Friendship of the Socialist

Republic of Viet A t 2, 2013
ba’Ck tO Japan' The mOSt famous Japanese Was (Feer))L:n Ilce?t,lAI?anixns]s(agggsPhung X)uén Nha, Hou§e of
Abe no Nakamaro (698 - 770), Who SErved as  Tormiae ve To s fon creimonor s i
Japan Parliamentary Friendship Association / Chairman of

a SetsudOShi, a I‘egional mlhtary governor in Party Central Committee), Mrs. Phuan (Ambassador's wife))

© Japan Vietnam Economic Forum

ancient China, in Hanoi from 761 to 767.

When the ceremony to consecrate the Great Buddha of Todai-ji temple
was held in 752, Buttetsu, a Buddhist priest from Chamba, played
Vietnamese court music and, according to historical records, became an
important part of Japanese court music.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, Vietnam and Japan were in frequent
contact, mostly involving trade. A shuinsen trading ship left Japan frequently
and visited Vietnamese ports as well as ports in Siam (current Thailand)
and Malaysia. According to records in Vietnam, when the port of Hoi An
was opened at the beginning of 17th century by Nguyén Hoang, hundreds of
Japanese merchants were in residence.

A Japanese settlement called "Japan Town" was established in Hoi An,
where the "Japan Bridge" is still being used by the residents of Hoi An.
Since then, both countries have enjoyed good commerce and an amicable
relationship.

According to the history of student exchanges between Vietnam and
Japan, Phan B6i Chau came to Japan in 1905 and asked for arms support
from Tsuyoshi Inukai and Shigenobu Okuma, both of whom later became



Japanese prime ministers. Inukai, however, quickly refused the request for
arms support, saying that "we can offer support for a more important cause"
— that of accepting young Vietnamese students for study in Japan. It is well
known as the "Pong Du" (Vietnamese political movement). In May 1907,
16 Vietnamese arrived in Japan and for a period more than 200 Vietnamese
were living in Tokyo. At that time, the philanthropist Sakitaro Asaba, gave
financial aid to a destitute Phan Bdi Chau by offering about 20 million yen
(current value). Both families still maintain a friendship.

In the course of history, Vietnam warred against the French army
following World War II. In 2005, General Vo Nguyén Giap told one of
NHK's television programs that while "...our army was weak, it was an
enormous advantage that the Japanese supported us". I think he was talking
about Major Sei Igawa, who was a top adviser to the Vietnamese army and
established a military academy to educate officers and a military school to
educate mid-level officers by installing Japanese principals at each school. |
know those Japanese instructors gave strict training under the philosophy of
"example by leadership" and "teacher and student as one body".

Following the wars of the 20th century, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
was born through a unification between North and South Vietnam. On
October 11, 1975, Japan opened its embassy in Hanoi and both countries
established diplomatic relations in August 1975.

Vietnam and Japan have continued to maintain a loose alliance, and
economic support to Vietnam from both public and private sectors in Japan
continues to thrive. The number of Vietnamese studying in Japan stood
at 43,448 as of June 2015. This is second after China. This human and
intellectual exchange represents a long history between both nations and
has continued to expand. The logo of VJU shows a cherry and lotus side by
side. I call it the "Cherry Lotus Alliance", symbolizing the cherry of Japan
and the lotus of Vietnam. I believe that VIU was born as a result of the long
history between Vietnam and Japan.

< Mr. Takebe talks about his days as chairman of the Vietnam Japan
Parliamentarians’ Friendship League and thoughts of high officials
from Vietham and Japan regarding the establishment of VJU >

The idea of establishing VJU was actually born in 2005 when I assumed



the position of LDP Secretary-General
in the Koizumi administration. Shortly g
after, Prime Minister Nguyén Tan Diing ;
made a cooperation request for three -3
major projects: building a shinkansen, a ¥
highway and the Hoa Lac Hi-Tech Park
in Hanoi. At the time, I was chairman
of the Japan-Vietnam Parliamentarians’ Friendship League and established
an exploratory committee for the three projects, inviting Mr. Toshihiro
Nikai, former Minister of Transport, as the chairman, to begin discussions.
One opinion derived from the discussion was that Vietnamese wanted
Japanese companies move into the Hi-Tech Park. Such a move would require
a very high level of human resources. The idea was floated about a private
initiative to establish a college in which Vietnamese students would learn
Japanese or English.” This resulted in the Japan-Vietnam Parliamentarians’
Friendship League proposing the creation of an educational institution and
a decision to support the three major projects. In 2006, Prime Minister Abe
and Prime Minister Nguyén Tan Diing announced in a joint statement the
aim of a strategic partnership in which the Hoa Lac Hi-Tech Park would
be included as one of the three major projects. And so I began to work on
establishing VJU.

I also remember that Deputy Prime Minister Nguyén Thién Nhan, then
the Minister of Education and Training, made a request to me saying that
"..I once studied in Germany and was involved in establishing the Vietnam
Germany University but [ want to develop additional human resources who
are fluent in Japanese. I want Mr. Takebe to establish VJU."

In 2013, I met Nguyén Thién Nhan, To Huy Rira, chairman of the "Vietnam-
Japan Parliamentary Friendshp Associaion", at an event celebrating the 40th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Vietnam
and Japan. At that event we pledged that the Parliamentary Friendship
Associations of both nations would promote the establishment of VJU as a
commemorative project to realize the dreams and hopes of young Asians.
Later on, that project was brought to a top-level meeting between Prime
Minister Abe and former Prime Minister Nguyén Tan Diing on December
15, 2013, and this became the official launch of the project. On December 10,

Hoa Lac High-tech Park Project
© 2011 Hoa Lac High-tech Park



Former Prime Minister Guyé&n Tan Diing with Vietnam-Japan Parliamentary Friendship Association
members and experts (2013)
©The TOA Institution

Mr. Nguyén Phua Trong, General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietham and Mr. Toshihiro Nikai,
Vietnam-Japan Parliamentary Friendship Association with other members.
(Prime Minister's Office, September 9, 2016)

©The TOA Institution

before this meeting, the Japan-Vietnam Parliamentarians' Friendship League
submitted to Prime Minister Abe resolutions on the following four points.

(M In a top-level meeting with Prime Minister Diing, the Japanese
government confirms its active cooperation in the establishment of VJU.

(2) The Japanese government starts preparation for extending a yen loan
in accordance with the results of data collection survey conducted by
JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency).

(3 The Japanese government implements a support scheme to establish
the university organization, develop the curriculum, recruit competent
students and provide the necessary materials and equipment,
and establish an environment in which the industry, educational
institutions and the administration cooperatively execute the scheme.
The Japanese government also assesses the needs of Japanese
cooperation and develops a program for a hands-on and practical
human resources by studying Japanese higher education systems.




(4) The Japanese government actively reviews the mid- to long-term
development possibilities of Eco City in Hoa Lac, where the University
will be established, by considering the feasibility of implementing
transportation means.

Since then, an extensive strategic
partnership for peace and prosperity in Asia
was concluded. When Vietnamese President
Truong Tan Sang visited Japan as a state
guest, the partnership was formally included
in the Japan Vietnam joint statement and
validated by Phung Xuan Nha, General - £ e
Secretary of the Communist Party of  Former President of Vietnam Truong Tén Sang,

Former Ambassador Yasuaki Tanizaki and Mr.
Toshiaki Koshimura, General Counsel, Tokyu Group

Vietnam, and these series of events have o1
continued to progress.

I had many discussions with Phung Xudn Nha, President of Vietnam
National University, Hanoi. He is now working hard as the Minister of
Education and Training. I would like to show my respect and gratitude for the
sincere cooperation of the Vietnamese government and the Vietnam National
University. In Japan, an advisory board promoting VJU was established by
the LDP and actively lobbied at the initiative of politicians. A taskforce was
also esbalished at the prime minister's official residence to report directly
to the prime minister. The support organization in Japan was established
quickly. Thanks to the efforts of all involved, VJU finally opened its doors in
September 2016, and you are here as members of the inaugural class.

I would also like to mention how I met Masaaki Yoshida, who was

©The TOA Institution
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introduced to me by former Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi.
Mr. Yoshida is the representative of the Japan Vietnam Economic Forum
and was in contact with Truong Tan Sang, President of Vietnam. Mr.
Yoshida has devoted himself to establishing VJU by thinking over the long-
term about Japan, Asia and the world, 50 or even 100 years from now. It is
no exaggeration to say that it was owing to Mr. Yoshida's contribution that
the taskforce was established by the Abe administration and the Japanese
government began at once to promote the establishment of VJU. If I had not
met Mr. Yoshida, [ would not have become involved in the project.

< Spirit behind the establishment of VJU >

Sometime in the past, Nobusuke Kishi, a former Prime Minister of
Japan and the grandfather of current Prime Minister Abe, established a
telecommunications college in Thailand. He approached Mr. Fujii, then
the president of Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Public Corporation, and
Shigeyoshi Matsumae, then the president of Tokai University, to establish a
college by getting personal and financial cooperation over a period of many
years. In 1986, the King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang was
opened and then Foreign Minister Shintaro Abe, father of Prime Minister
Abe, attended the opening ceremony. Prime Minister Abe was a secretary
to Shintaro Abe then and visited Thailand with his father. I can say that the
VJU project was done in the same manner as for the "Kishi Doctrine". VJU
is a major undertaking symbolizing "active pacifism" that assertively creates
an action to realize "peace and prosperity" not only for Japan but the Asia
region and the world.

Vietnam and Japan now have a common goal of attaining a bright future
and peace in Asia. The two countries want to push forward their national
strategies to establish a totally new type of university —VJU. If you want to
go to a Western university you can go to Singapore. If you want to go to a
Japanese university you can go to Japan. I think that the ideal behind VIU
is establishing a truly Asian university. That is why I have been saying that
VJU must become the "Harvard of Asia" and not with the underlying belief
that western 1s the ideal. This frame of mind comes from John Harvard,
a clergyman who donated the land and his library in 1638 to establish
Harvard University. He believed in a philosophy of the "foundation of a



school", which coincides with the intent of Vietnam and Japan to provide the
infrastructure of land and buildings to establish the university.

Asia will be playing an increasingly large role in the world. Vietnam
and Japan will jointly create a world class Asian university with you, the
students. Now, the world is going through profound and rapid change. VJU
should be a driving force to change both the world and Asia and should
create diversified energies and intelligence that a university gains in an
environment that encompasses multiethinicity, multifaith and multiculture. It
also creates peace and prosperity. VJU is a symbol of these ideas and efforts
and you are the students of the first graduate school in the world which
offers sustainability studies.

"The Kyojinka", we gave to you today, is a report developed in June, 2014
by the Comprehensive Research Commission on the Establishment of the
Disaster Resilient Japan. This commission, where Toshihiro Nikai holds the
influential position of LDP Secretary-General, was created to discuss and
propose "building a nation that is strong and resilient in the face of disasters"
as a response to the Great East Japan Earthquake of March 2011, in which
Japan lost a tremendous number of its citizens. As a result, the "resilient
Japan" project greatly stresses the importance of disaster prevention, disaster
mitigation and the bond among people. Vietnam is also a nation with many
disasters and in that sense Vietnam and Japan share similar difficulties
and issues. It is vital that the Climate Viability and Disaster Prevention
Research Institution be established at VJU. Building a nation that is strong
and resilient in the face of disaster has the same goal as sustainability, the
philosophy of VJU. You can learn about this philosophy of sustainability by
reading the Kyojinka.

< Student expectations >

I believe we can develop VIU over 5, 10 or 15 years (the age of majority
in an older Japan) to be a world-class international university — a university
that can fashion human resources who will play a critical role in the world.
I would like to conclude by wishing you, the members of the inaugurate
class, good luck in becoming "challengers" who will open up the future by
pursuing the ideals of VJU. Thank you.



[Commentators who attended]

2.5

Mr. T6é Huy Rira Nguyén Hoang Hai Mr. Kunio Umeda
(Honorary President of (Vice President of Vietnam (Ambassador extraordinary
Vietnam Japan University) Japan University) and plenipotentiary of Japan

to Vietnam)

[Questions by students]

1. I'd like to know how VJU plays a part now and will play in the future in
the friendship alliance between Japan and Vietnam.

2. What expectations does VJU have for students, the members of the
inaugural class, for continuous development.

3. 1 was impressed to learn about people's passionate efforts to establish
VJU. What can you advise young Vietnamese about the secret of
instilling such efforts?

4. Do both governments have a roadmap or a specific policy or goal for
the establishment of VJU as the Harvard University of Asia? Give us an
outline for such a roadmap or policy.

5. Promoting "cooperation" among universities involves many
world standards such as infrastructure implementation, student
capabilities, academic competency to matriculate or graduate
from university, research results, etc. What is the most critical

standard emphasized by VJU?

[Response]

Your questions have many common aspects. For example, "Why was VJU
started as a graduate school only?" When a university is established, usually
the undergraduate school is created first, followed by master's and then doctoral
programs. The common part of your questions
refer to expectations, concerns or hopes about what
VJU would become. The Vietnamese government
is also aware of these issues and is about to
launch a feasibility study looking at the university ; .
as a whole. As [ have mentioned, the Japanese  Special tecture by Mr. Tsutomu Takebe




government launched a
taskforce reporting directly
to Prime Minister Abe.
Under the direction of the
taskforce, a committee of
experts was established
by key members from

Special lecture by Mr. Tsutomu Takebe

the Japanese economic o v
community, universities and government. The committee recently submitted
an interim report about the university as a whole to Prime Minister Abe.
Mr. Abe asked the committee to continue its discussions. The committee

will be discussing the future of VJU by analyzing the current situation or by
defining the university's future. By considering the results of discussions and
investigations, the committee will determine how to finance the project to
establish the university and how to obtain assistance from the private sector.

In Japan, schools were first established when Japan opened up in the early
Meiji era. There was, however, no one then who held master's or doctoral
degrees; and "ordinary" people taught and created a university with the
students. Tokyo University was built by those with no credentials. So in
a sense, the agricultural school, the predecessor of Hokkaido University,
was also built in the same way. I want to emphasize that the future of VJU
depends on you — how well you can do as members of the inaugural class at
the university and how many accomplishments or results you can offer. You
are the pioneers.

I want the university to become a true Harvard of Asia. I believe the
university will become a world class institution in 10 to 20 years. Vietnam
and Japan are working with strong conviction so that VJU will become a
world-class international university.

On the other, I also want to ask you why you came to this university.

As VIJU develops, it 1s important to listen to your opinions and set up a
pragmatic plan that responds to those opinions. Maybe we won't be able to
show a specific roadmap but the most important thing is that your precious
life and careershould not go to waste. As Ambassador Umeda, representing
the Japanese government, mentioned just previously, the Japanese government
will be a responsible collaborator. I would like to emphasize that you are very



privileged to have passed the entrance examination
and to be able to study at this university and we
will not disappoint your hopes. You are the pioneers
of Vietnam, Asia and the world. The university is
fortunate to have secured such an excellently qualified
faculty and it is also most important to establish an =
environment in which faculty tenure is ensured. I ask Peceectue By M Tedlomy To
you to challenge yourself...try your best. You will find your way.

I envy you. I am already 75 years old and will not be here for another 50
years. If I could start my life again [ would join you...try my best and take the
initiative to make VJU the Harvard of Asia regardless of my field of study or
the faculty. In some ways, I really wish that I could start my life again. But, I
will move forward. I will not give up and I will live to serve the world. I feel
young and think I don't look like a 75-year-old man. I have a young mentality.
[ want you to always have passion and implant that passion in the university.
That will shape the university into its ideal state. If you put much effort into
your studies, money will come and the university will prosper.

I have come to Vietnam nine times this year and only went back to my
hometown five times. Why have 1 come here so many times? Because I want
young people to work hard. I want you to challenge the future. I want you
change the world, Asia and Vietnam. Indeed, I want you to have the fortitude
to keep moving forward to achieve your goals and dreams by overcoming all
difficulties, not just getting a good job or earning a lot of money. The world,
the earth, is facing an unprecedented crisis. You have the potential to change
that. But, to get the opportunity, you must challenge yourself. And to do that,
you must change yourself to become "new yourself" at
the university. It is a miracle that you have goals. It 1s a
miracle that I could meet you today. We will support you
to seize the chance and bring it to fruition. So, have the
fortitude to face difficulties. Change yourself. Today, I give
you the gift of three words: chance, challenge and change. B gwu \
Keep these words at the top of your mind...remember MR | B8
them and practice them every day. If you do, you will
change and VJU will change. Beyond the horizon, the title

. . . My Dinh C :
"Harvard of Asia"- should be clearly visible. Vietnam Japan University

© VJu
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