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Name: Le Viet Hung
Program: Master Program in Infrastructure Engineering
From September to December 2018, | had a chance to
head to Japan, Tokyo to work on a lab as an intern at the
University of Tokyo (Todai). Before coming to Todai, some
friends warned me that the Japanese work a lot and it
requires more efforts at the most famous university in Japan.
My first day at the lab was very hectic. And | knew that my

next few days were going to be even more hectic. The official
working hours here are from 10 AM to 6 PM. But the kind of
work culture which | saw in the lab was very amazing. People
in the lab used to work from 10 AM to midnight. The
fascinating thing which | found is that they do not enforce
these long working hours on to students or faculty. But they
have created a work culture where people feel ashamed if they
leave from work early. So when the new members join the lab,
they themselves follow the same work culture.

During my stay in Japan, | was greeted with great hospitality. Many colleagues were patient with my lack of
the language, and the technical staff in my laboratory even downloaded a translation app to better
communicate with me.

As for what I did with my time outside the lab, the list goes on and on. From trips with my professors to

Yokohama, to sitting in on Japanese class, to taking hot spring baths, to evening walks in Tokyo’s streets, to
the tastiest dinners with my roommates in the hotel. | experienced a time like | never had before. My time
outside the lab still consisted of travelling with my friends. Thinking back on it, it truly has been a very
valuable, incredibly fulfilling, enormously enriching, and indescribably enjoyable internship. The time | spent
in Japan last year will remain a remarkable chapter of my life. My time in Japan made me love the country,
its people, and its culture. | will do my best to find a way back to Japan again someday. Thank you, VVJU and
JICA, for providing me what has truly been a treasure of a lifetime.
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My name is Dang Thao, | am a student of the
Master Program in Public Policy, Vietham —
Japan University. From September to December
2018, I spent 3 months internship at the University
of Tsukuba, Japan. During the internship, | spent
most of my time conducting my master research
under the instruction of my supervisor.
| also attended a class in regional and urban science
where | gained interesting knowledge on spatial
economics. In addition, I had chance to participate




in many interesting fields trips to various Government agencies, research institutions and companies. The
internship in Japan not only supported me to improve my research skill but also help me to understand more
on the operation of Japanese Government at both local and central levels. The active academic life in Japan
was very impressive to me and | do hope to have chance coming back here to pursue my further studies.
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