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The Republic of Turkey Ministry of
Interior Disaster and Emergency Man-
agement Presidency (AFAD) was estab-
lished in 2010 as the sole agency in Tur-
key to manage and coordinate disaster Republic of Turkey
risk reduction and emergency response
measures in Turkey. In the Earthquake
Department, of which I am the head, we monitor seismic activity across Tur-
key around the clock.

Turkey and Japan have a long history of cordial relations. A typical ex-
ample is the episode involving the Turkish frigate Ertugrul, which was caught
in a violent typhoon on her way home from a goodwill visit to Yokohama in
1890 and subsequently drifted onto a reef and broke apart off the coast of now
a part of the present-day town of Kushimoto in Wakayama Prefecture. Tragi-
cally, many of the crew perished, but 69 were saved through the frantic rescue
efforts of local residents. The Turkish people have never forgotten their kind-
ness.

Like Japan, Turkey is a country that is prone to earthquakes. It is only
natural therefore that both countries continue their long history of coopera-
tion in the field of disaster risk reduction. This can be traced back to the time
when the late Professor Takahiro Hagiwara of Tokyo University was invited
as a lecturer to Istanbul Technical University in 1952. Since that time, many
government personnel and technicians have undergone training in Japan.
Even within AFAD, we have many people who were trained by JICA in Ja-
pan. Furthermore, at the time of the earthquakes that occurred in northwest-
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ern Turkey in 1999 and the Van earth-
quakes that occurred in 2011, we received
help from Japan in the form of Japan dis-
aster relief teams and other assistance. In
the same way, on the occasion of the 2011
Great East Japan Earthquake, we sent res-
cue teams from Turkey, so we have al-
ways helped each other in times of trouble.

I have been involved in this field for more than 35 years. My first en-
counter with JICA was with the Earthquake Disaster Prevention Research
Center Project that commenced in 1993. After that, from 2010, the work was
carried forward by the Capacity Improvement Project on Seismic Observation
in which we worked together with specialists from Japan to strengthen Tur-
key’s seismic monitoring capabilities. In the future, we believe that it is impor-
tant for Turkey and Japan to work together to share our experiences in this
field with other countries that are at high risk from natural disasters.

Japan is frequently hit by large-scale disasters, but uses the experience
gained through such calamities to strengthen disaster risk reduction activities
throughout the country.

In December last year, a memorandum of understanding was signed
between our two governments regarding cooperating in the field of disaster
risk reduction. It is thanks to the work of JICA that Turkey and Japan have
been able to build such a strong relationship. I anticipate this relationship to
mature even further as we deepen our cooperation in this realm of disaster

risk reduction.
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