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Director Ohara Speech

Your Excellency Ambassador Richards,
All the attendees,
Dear people of Jamaica,

First and foremost, | would like to congratulate you on the 60th anniversary of
Jamaica's independence. | would like to extend to you my heartfelt
congratulations.

Japan established the diplomatic relations with Jamaica in 1964, JICA office
was established in 1989 and the Embassy of Japan in 1995. In 2015, at a summit
meeting between the leaders of our two countries in Jamaica, the "Joint
Statement on Strengthening the Japan-Jamaica Partnership (JJ Partnership)”
was released, confirming that JJ (Japan-Jamaica) will work together with
CARICOM member countries to take joint steps and overcome the vulnerabilities
which Small Island Developing States (SIDS) have been facing .

JICA's cooperation for Jamaica started with implementation of the The
Knowledge Co-Creation Program (KCCP) in 1977.Until today, while more than
650 trainees have acquired knowledge and skills from Japan, JICA has
dispatched nearly 500 volunteers to Jamaica, and the strong relationship of
trust between Jamaica and Japan has been constructed through these
exchanges with Jamaican citizens. We believe that we can learn many lessons
and wisdoms that will guide the direction of cooperation between our two
countries in the future from the footprints made by Jamaica's efforts to address
development issues through loan, grants and technical cooperation. The new
CARICOM Country Analysis Paper (JCAP) for the fourteen CARICOM countries
including Jamaica was formulatedin March of this year. On this paper the
cooperation policy was revised to extend the range of cooperation sectors
including health, education, and private sector development besides the
previous cooperation sectors which were disaster risk reduction, environment,
and inequality reduction. In the future, we intend to promote comprehensive
cooperation through regional cooperation in Carib .

In addition to our projects, Jamaica is also a country which the Japanese people



are very familiar because of its reggae, track and field, and the Blue Mountain
coffee.

We hope you enjoy our workshop today, which is a combination between
Jamaican traditional music "reggae“ and the Japanese traditional dance "Bon
Dance”. Today will be the first presentation to the world.

In closing, although the continuous impact of the COVID-19pandemic and
Russia’s invasion upon Ukraine that has been causing economical hardship in
all corners in the world, We would like to continue to cooperate, respecting
Jamaica's strong commitment that "Jamaica is the keystone in the Caribbean
region integration”.

With these words, | would like to conclude my brief message.



