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“Aleppo Pistachio the Golden Tree of Syria”

The companion of young ladies... deco-
rates dishes on public and private occasions..
Eyes look at before hands reach it... The
sound of its cracking is known to the ears...
and its distinctive touch is known to the finger-
tips... It decorates dessert dishes and even
raises its price, and it's okay to add it over a
delicious plate of rice on the lunch table...

It was planted in honor of goodness and
good omen, and poets mentioned it in their
poems, and likened the openings of its fruits to
the beautiful smiles of charming young ladies.
It is the Aleppo Pistachio; the name itself is
enough to raise in minds the smell of Arabic
sweets of Aleppo in addition to the traditional
Ice cream and candies.

The Pistachio tree has been grown in Syria
for centuries. There are some trees aging more
than 500 years in Ain-El-Thainah near Damas-
cus. Traditionally, Aleppo, which is in the north-
ern part of Syria, is the main pistachio growing
area. Recently there is a rapid expansion

around Hama and at the southern region near
Suweida. This tree occupies about 6% of the
total area of fruit trees in Syria. There are
twenty-five types of pistachio fruits, the most
important of which is Al-Ashouri and its color is
red, and it is the most marketed and most culti-
vated.

The pistachio trade and the manufacturing
of various kinds of sweets and foods using its
fruits, flourish in Aleppo. For these reasons,
the pistachio was known as the Aleppo pista-
chio, and this name became popular in various
parts around the world. The pistachio tree is
witnessing a great development in Syria within
the comprehensive agricultural renaissance, as
then, Syria ranks fourth in the world produc-
tion. The pistachio trees are included in the
medical, aromatic and food industries, and are
considered of great economic profitability due
to the existence of internal and external mar-
kets for their fruits, in addition to the low cost of
their service and their good adaptation to areas
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with high temperatures. That is why farmers
call it the golden tree. At this time every year,
pistachio farmers start picking the ‘red gold”
fruits until the end of September. Syria's pro-
duction of pistachios for this season is estimat-
ed at 45 thousand tons.

During the war days, Pistachio fields have
been neglected and suffered a lot. The trees
need continuous pruning, three or four times a
year and insecticides two or three times. Some
pistachio fields in Syria were destroyed. Be-
side, the production decreased a lot, due to the
inability of farmers to reach their lands and
take care of their crops.

As it was mentioned by the historians who
accompanied Alexander the Great during his
conquests in the East, the Aleppo Pistachio
tree will remain the golden tree that distin-
guishes Syria and tells about its great ancient
history.

(Marah Morad, Senior Program officer)
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