
■ About JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency)

An incorporated administrative agency in charge of administering Japan’s ODA (Official Development Assistance). It is

one of the world’s largest bilateral aid agencies supporting socio economic development in developing countries in

different regions of the world. In Tanzania, JICA has been a long partner of Tanzania for more than 50 years in many

sectors since 1962. JICA’s support to Tanzania primarily focuses on 1) Nurturing driving forces of economic growth, 2)

Infrastructure development conducive to economic and social development, and 3) Improvement of Governance and

Public Service Delivery.

■ About Seedstars

"They tried to bury us, they didn’t know we were seeds." - Mexican proverb 

Seedstars is a Swiss-based private company with a mission to impact people’s lives in emerging markets through

technology and entrepreneurship. The group’s activities cover over 90 emerging ecosystems through a variety of

initiatives such as the FTxSDG Challenge, previously known as the Seedstars World Competition, which is the largest

entrepreneurship competition in emerging markets; Seedstars Programs that are designed to support entrepreneurs in

varying stages of growth via training, education, mentoring, and access to resources; Seedstars 01, a talent incubator

providing digital skills and startup-based immersive education for the next generation of change-makers; Seedspace,

physical coworking spaces and hubs located in 15 countries; and Seedstars International, a global venture capital fund

for seed-stage startups. For more information, visit www.seedstars.com. 

■ For further information, please contact:

Innocent Mallya

Program Manager

innocent@seedstars.com

2. Have their head office or a branch in Tanzania.

3. Be a profit/non-profit organization registered as an independent legal entity.

Proposals from individuals will not be considered.

4. Have a very strong management team of at least 2 people.

Selected startups will be receiving financial support of up to USD 8,500 per

company and technical support for their startups as well as opportunities to

introduce their business to Japanese stakeholders (e.g. JICA stakeholders,

Japanese companies, Japanese investors, etc). For more information about NINJA,

you may visit our website here: https://seedsta.rs/ninja2022.

JICA LAUNCHES NINJA 2022 OPEN CALL FOR
TANZANIAN STARTUPS WITH INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS 

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is launching the second Next

Innovation with Japan (NINJA) competition this 2022 in an effort to continuously

support startup companies in Tanzania. Through the initiative, up to two

outstanding companies will be selected and awarded further financial and

technical support for their business as well as the opportunity to present their

businesses to Japanese stakeholders. Interested applicants can submit their entries

here by 28th January 2022. This is the second time JICA is organizing the business

plan competition following the NINJA project last year which was created in

response to COVID - 19. 

As part of the NINJA project, JICA Tanzania Office is planning to collaborate with

startups that have solutions and have created positive impacts for Tanzanian social

issues/challenges through their innovative products, services, and/or business

models. As a next step, JICA Tanzania Office has launched the second competition

of NINJA in 2022, in collaboration with Seedspace. The criteria for application are

as follows:

1. Have innovative product(s) or service(s) or business model in response or

adaptable to social issues/problems in the following sectors (Refer to image on the

right).

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is back with the Next

Innovation with Japan (NINJA) to support startups in Tanzania
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