Thailand — Japan Cooperation

Volces from our friends
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Forward

Thailand and Japan have been long-time friends. Our two countries have strong ties,
economically, socially, and culturally. In recent decades, Japanese Official Development Assistance,
or ODA, has supported Thailand's efforts to achieve economic and social development. Japanese
ODA is managed by the Japan International Cooperation Agency, or JICA, and takes the form of
technical cooperation, Yen loans, and grants.

Japanese ODA began 60 years ago, in 1954, when a group of 21 Thai trainees were sent to
Japan under a Technical Cooperation Scheme. This small group developed a range of agricultural
skills and brought them home to Thailand. Since that modest beginning, more than 20,000 Thai
people have received technical training from JICA in Japan. Human resource development with
Japanese assistance has continued since those early days. In 1961, JICA helped Thailand to
establish Nonthaburi Electric Communication Training Center, which later became King Mongkut's
Institute of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL), one of Thailand’s top institutes in producing engineers

who contribute to the country’s development.

Besides supporting human resource development, infrastructure creation is also crucial for social
and economic growth. The development of the Eastern Seaboard was a key strategy for national
industrialization. The Japanese Government provided various types of cooperation including ODA
loans and technical cooperation. This development has created jobs and strengthened the Thai

economy, and positioned Thailand as one of the leading industrial nations in Southeast Asia.

The Japanese Government has also supported other infrastructure projects in Thailand to
improve the quality of life of the Thai people. Various types of financial support from Japan have been
used to assist infrastructure development projects, such as 15 bridges over the Chao Phraya River,
water supply improvement in Bangkhen water treatment plant, Suvarnabhumi Airport, mass rapid
transit development, namely the “Chaloem Ratchamongkhon” Line (Blue Line), MRT Purple Line, and
the Commuter Train System Red Line, as well as underground electric transmission line along the

Saen Saeb Canal.

In order to establish a primary health care system, the Japanese Government provided funds
through its “Grant Aid” scheme at Mahidol University in order to create a training center that later
became recognized as the ASEAN Institute of Health Development (AIHD). Now the AIHD continues
to serve as a research and training facility in the field of primary health care management, not only for

Thai personnel but also officials in other Asian countries.

The Japanese Volunteer program is another important activity, working closely with Thai
agencies and sharing Japanese knowledge, research, and technology with Thailand based on the
needs of each locality. So far, almost 1,000 volunteers have worked in every region of the country,

thus accelerating technical and know-how development.



Moreover, Japan has been supporting Thailand’s effort in assisting other developing countries, or
South-South Cooperation. While the main modality is trainings in Thailand for neighboring countries,
this joint work also covers more distant regions including Africa and the Middle East. A specific
country thus becomes our cooperation target in a strategy where Japan, Thailand and the target
country from a triangle shape, and such cooperation is referred to as “Triangular Cooperation”.

Economic development has also brought about a more complex society, with various new
problems. JICA recognizes this point well and is now implementing a series of projects called
“Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)".
SATREPS projects study core problems and needs, not only in the Thai context, but also at regional
and global levels, covering issues such as climate change, disaster management, alternative energy

resources, and food security.

We can now look back on 60 years of development cooperation between the Governments of
Thailand and Japan. Japanese ODA has fortified Thailand’s infrastructure, economy and society. The
collaboration between Thailand and Japan will continue as a pathway for sustainable development in
the ASEAN region, and beyond. Our two countries are surely destined to enhance, and be rewarded

by, our on-going strategic partnership.

JICA takes this opportunity of the 60" Anniversary of ODA to issue this publication “Voices

from our friends” as a part of friendship memento of the cooperation history of Thailand and
Japan. We have had the honor to interview “our friends”, 12 people who shared their experiences and
impressive memories while working with JICA. Full interview texts are available on our website

http://www.jica.go.jp/thailand/english/index.html
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In order to contribute to economic and social development and improve welfare in developing
countries, Japan has been carrying out cooperation through providing funding and technology. This
type of cooperation is called Official Development Assistance, or ODA and is implemented
various forms in about 160 countries and regions over the world in collaboration with various

stakeholders.

Japan’s assistance has contributed to the development of many developing countries, particularly
Asian countries. Moreover, such contribution to development has also achieved other considerable
accomplishments. These include bolstering friendships between these countries and Japan,
strengthening exchange between people throughout the world and the Japanese people, and

improving Japan’s position in the international community.

Japan has been providing financial and technical assistance to developing countries through Official

Development Assistance (ODA) since 1954.
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Commencement of Training Program in Japan (21 Thai trainees received

training in Japan
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1969
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Commencement of Japan ODA Loans to Thailand
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1970
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Commencement of Japan Grant Aid to Thailand
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Commencement of dispatching Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers
(JOCV) to Thailand (Hat Yai Technical College (Computers))
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Termination of Japan Grant Aid to Thailand
(Reascn: Thailand GNP per capita exceeded the threshold of USD 1,445)
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“Japan-Thailand Partnership Program (JTPP)” started

(Japan and Thailand jointly provide assistance to other developing countries.)
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1997
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Commencement of dispatching Senior Volunteers (SV) to Thailand
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2003
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Phase Il of “Japan-Thailand Partnership Program (JTPP)” started
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(Japan International Cooperation Agency: JICA)
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The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) is in charge of administering all ODA schemes
in an integrated manner except for contributions to international organizations. At present, JICA is
the world’s largest bilateral aid agency, working in over 150 countries and regions, and has some

100 overseas offices.

JICA Thailand was established its office in 1974 to promote the country’s economic and social
development by implementing cooperation projects that fit into local contexts and needs of the
country at specific times. With the historically long and good relationship between both countries, as
well as Thailand’s success in economic and social development, Thailand and Japan have become
“development partners”, working together to provide assistance to other developing countries,
particularly those in the Mekong-sub-region, in capacity development and preparation for the

integration into the ASEAN Economic Community in 201 5.



At present, JICA Thailand Office implements cooperation projects with the Government of
Thailand through 3 principal schemes, namely Technical Cooperation, ODA Loans and Grant Aid,
both at the bilateral level (Thailand —dJapan) and at regional level (Southeast Asia—Japan).

lasods10800 auGEd8IAslanslimUIag10ilun1onIs (ODA)
Structure of Official Development Assistance (ODA)
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Example of Projects in Thailand under Japan’s ODA

Tasonis

Vs = Tasonasanulwida (nasTWiladiswanurodszindine naslWilauasnase uaznasiwida
douninia)

8amsoU; 319,767, a1uwu Ko Uszuinu 97,000, a1UuUin

Projects for ELECTRICITY Sector (EGAT, MEA and PEA)

Total Amount: JPY 319,767 million or about THB 97,000 million

I Tasonqsa=wau (d=waudnunudngaws:=e1 15 uKo)

8OASOU: 119,800 auwu n3o Uszuiru 36,300 auuin

Projects for BRIDGE (15 Bridges over the Chao Phraya River)

Total Amount: JPY 119,800 million or about THB 36,300 million

LR Tasonasdqunisinuas (dninounisufsUiiauilioinuasnssy Ns:NsoonISINYAS
Hazdnnsni 1a=5U1AISIoNISINBASIadNNSAINISINGRS)

8OASO; 97,498 duigu ndo Uszuini 29,500 @&uun

Projects for AGRICULTURE Sector (The Agricultural Land Reform Office, Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives)

Total Amount: JPY 97,498 million or about THB 29,500 million

w.d.2520
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e Tasomsarutinds=Ua (nasUszUnuasnasenaznsuszurdouniinia)
890MSOU: 183,361 a1ueu n3a Ussuiru 55,600 auuin

® Project for the National Animal Health and Production Institute

@® [rrigated Agriculture Development

® Projects for WATER Sector (Metropolitan Waterworks Authority and Provincial
Waterworks Authority)
Total Amount: JPY 183,361 million or about THB 55,600 million
T Ll TasonisdnsuanntiuinaluTadws:zosuinddnaunnisanans:uo
18- B Project for the King Mongkut's Institute of Technology

R —-a a3 .
IR =88 nsJvenaznisausuisaonisdania

Research & Training in Re-afforestation
EPTLIE ronoqudilnausunisansismduyagudugilnausutazwini un1sans1s uagyagiuengeus
(LI Establishment of the Primary Health Care Training Center/ ASEAN Training Center for

Primary Health Care
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1985

1989

W.d.2539

w.d.2544

w.i.2545

w.d.2550
2007

w.d.2551

w.ad.2552
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UaUaMAINNSSUNRALQUD)

gomsoIU: 57,074 awulau uie Us:uiru 17,300 @uuin

Eastern Seaboard Development (MAP TA PHUT PORT PROJECT, MAP TA PHUT
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LAEM CHABANG PORT PROJECT, LAEM CHABANG INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE PROJECT) Total Amount: JPY 57,074 million or about THB 17,300 milion

e TasonisnenoanIUUATAWIHIBIG

" = - ]
e Tasonisne ﬁS’lOﬁ!,uﬂDWUESSHIIE\:ﬂ'lSﬁﬂU’IIWBEﬁlﬂU

® The Project for Establishment of the National Institute of Health

® Project for the Construction of the Social Education and Cultural Centre
fisdoaniiuwmuepannssuladeodnsuasTanznis
Establishment of the Metal-Working and Machinery Industries Development Institute
Tasonasnonoduddsssnaiinousudiudonoadou
Project for the Establishment of the Environmental Research and Training Centre
o TasonismsntenidenudnansonWition 2 (aunwliuasssmuni)

9OASIU: 199,243 dlulgu h3o Us:uiru 60,400 @UUIN
e Tasvonissallilunuass:a=usn (ﬂqaﬁﬁqlﬁu)

8OASOU: 222,426 d@1UleU n5o Us:uinu 67,400 @Uuin
® SECOND BONGKOK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
(SUVARNABHUMI AIRPORT)

Total Amount: JPY 199,243 million or about THB 60,400 million

® MRTA INITIAL SYSTEM PROJECT (BLUE LINE)

Total Amount. JPY 222,426 million or about THB 67,400 million
Tasonisheashoazwaudwmithlos=nnoUsznanrioiidoo

8OMSOU: 4,079 aulgu nSe Uszuim 1,200 @uuin

SECOND MEKONG INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Total Amount: JPY 4,079 million or about THB 1,200 million
Tasonisdudwmuinasidnausuauiinisuroiaidsnaznddiln

The Project for the Asia-Pacific Development Center on Disability
Tasonasvmuisduuuusnisagniwnazadsaanisdoauidousmunnislnagusudnsugzgoons,
The Project on the Development of a Community Based Integrated Health Care and Social
Welfare Services Model for Older Persons
Tasonasaowsouiioniednanddnsiaznaluladinesnudunis=aulan

Projects for Science and Technology Cooperation of Global Issues
Tasonasiasuashoaouidundoveofivandvidw (MDT) Tunisapasaoyidamaoinnisavuyy
Tuds=indlna

Project on Strengthening of Multi-Disciplinary Teams (MDTs) for Protection of Trafficked
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_ Persons in Thailand

W.d.2555

W.[d.2556

Tasonsllaodutrouludon=3usenveomitinihdnlusondneassn Alasonsysmznionasg
WIFYS=No10120AUUD 0N NOUSaUUDN

The Project on the Flood Prevention Project of East Side of the Pasak River in
Ayutthaya/ The Project on the Rehabilitation Project of the Outer Bangkok Ring Road

- e e g X & . al 2l
e TasoniswmuisUnuuusnissza:a10d1msudoonancaololio SoUNINAUa8dUNADINS
a2UdIainas luddalss=919u

— o . o = -
e Tasonisvarmuwununnsyinwuniuassadsnisidasundavaniwnionnad
w .6.2556 - 2566

) 8 = —_
e Tasoniswmuidnaniwlunisanwansznuitiaooinmsiasu lanOﬂn'lWQUﬂ'lﬂ'lﬂ/

msusudoTuninialaiden=dusaenidaola

® Project on Long-term Care Service Development for the Frail Elderly (to be and Other
Vulnerable People)

® Bangkok Master Plan on Climate Change 2013 - 2023

® Project for Capacity Development on Mitigation/Adaptation for Climate Change in the

Southeast Asia Region

Projects in Thailand under Japan’s ODA



