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Observations from Japanese
teachers

THINELY ZANGMO

Physical education and arts is
not given as much importance
as academics in schools, the 10
teachers from Japan observed
from their school visits during
their 10-day stay in the coun-
try.

| visiT

The teachers were in the
country to understand the
education system in light of
GNH and how its concept was
applied in schools,

Yesterday, they shared their
observations from the school
visits at the education ministry.
An English teacher from Japan,
Kei Otsuka, said the concept
of GNH has become very well
known in their country after
His Majesty and Gyaltsuen's
visit. “It is amazing how well
spoken the students are in the
English language whereas in
Japan even if English is taught
from junior schools, most do
not speak that well,” one of the
presenters said.

“The main difference
we found between Japanese
and Bhutanese schools was
about culture and tradition,” a
teacher said. “While teaching
in Japan, we sometimes don't
care about our culture and tra-
dition but I was very impressed
with the way Bhutanese teach-
ers uphold and respected the
culture and traditions.

The Japanese teachers

While teach-
ing in Japan, we
sometimes don’t
care about our
culture and tra-
dition but Iwas
very impressed
with the way
Bhutanese
teachers uphold
and respected
the culture and
traditions”

Teacher

agreed that there are similar
problems faced by teachers
in both countries such as dis-
cipline issues and teaching
methods. “Discussing educa-
tion system in the future will be
a great opportunity for teach-
ers from both the countries,”
one of them said.

Education officials with the
education ministry said they
are looking into introducing
Arts in the curriculum and
that teachers taking bachelor's
degree in physical education
from Paro and Samtse College
of education will soon be out to
teach in schools.

Program officer of volun-

10 teachers, 10 days: The volunteer teachers leave for Japan today

teer and training program with
TICA, Tshering Palden, said the
teachers visited Dechencholing
middle secondary school, Dru-
gyel lower secondary school,
Kuruthang Institute of electri-
cal engineering, Bhutan Power

Corporation, garbage disposal
plant at Memelakha, Bhutan
Broadcasting Services and the
department of local govern-
ment.

“They observed how other
volunteers from JICA were

teaching in these schools and
even took some classes on Japa-
nese culture,” Tshering Palden
said. The Japan International
Corporation Agency has been
supporting Bhutan for the last
24 years.
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