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Over two days, the 7th and 8th December, we did a total of seven lessons between
five different homeroom classes of about forty students each. The idea was that

the classes should be interactive and based on the students’ giving their

opinions.




The first topic was to think about some problems with English communication
in Japan. We put up nine different ideas on the blackboard. These ideas were a
combination of opinions gathered from the Internet and our own. The opinions
gathered from the Internet were from mostly Japanese adults who had studied
English as part of the Japanese education system.

Examples of the ideas introduced included ‘There is too much katakana
English’ or ‘People don’t like to give their opinions in Japan’ or ‘English is not
needed in Japan’. We explained the ideas and the students were divided into
groups of about four people and asked to discuss the ideas in Japanese or English
and to pick up ones they agreed or disagreed with. They could also give their
own opinions if they wanted to. Within ten minutes we stopped the students and
we picked some of the groups and one member introduced the main idea from
the groups picked in English.

Opinions differed between each class and it did seem the students were
thinking for themselves. It was interesting to get the students’ opinions and the
feeling towards English as being an important subject differed a lot.

The second lesson which we did with two homeroom classes was about the 11th
SDG Goal — Sustainable Cities. The reason we picked this one was because Hiro
is at the centre of the biggest city in the world and the students live in different
parts of that city. Also being the first SDG topic we introduced it seemed it would
be not as controversial as some of the other goals.

Twelve sustainable cities from around the world were introduced. The lessons
were supposed to be interactive, so to involve the students the cities and their
good points regarding sustainability were separated and the name of each city
and its good point were given to different students in the class and they found
the matching city and point through colour coding and put these points on the
blackboard. Examples of the cities included Accra in Ghana — 74% of energy
comes from hydropower or Portland in the US — all plastic bags are banned.

As with the previous English problems lessons, the students were divided into
groups and after having thought about and discussed the question some of them
were asked to introduce their answers to the rest of the class. The question was
‘What sustainable things do you notice in Tokyo?’ It was a little difficult for the
students to give clear examples so we asked the students what they liked or
didn’t like about Tokyo if they couldn’t think of a clear answer.

The main purpose of the lessons over the two days was to introduce some ideas
to the students and give them a chance to discuss them and express their ideas
in English. The lessons were supposed to be student centered.

The Hiro students were a friendly, well-mannered group of students and we

hope they benefited from the classes.
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- After reading the story | understood what she might have felt. | also have once
experienced a stranger saying hi for no reason at all. | thought that he might be
dangerous so | also was scared. But | found out that he was a stranger that found
out that | spoke English. After | realized that | became not scared.
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- Today we talked about how we have a wall that separates our traditions in our
culture. In Japan we are really AR Z%1Y and don't talk to strangers but in
America, we would say Hi and have a great day or something like that. | have
experienced this a lot. Now because I'm living in Japan |, got used to the
Japanese culture and when a #+[E A smiled at me | was kind of scared and
especially because nobody was around me that | knew. | get how this little girl
felt in our lesson.
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