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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release

JICA AND HI SIGNED A MEMORANDUM OF COOPERATION
TO STRENGTHEN REHABILITATION SERVICES IN THE LOCAL HOSPITALS
IN QUANG TRI AND HUE PROVINCES

Hue city, December 5, 2019 - At the Provincial People’s Committee of Thua Thien Hue
Province, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and Humanity & Inclusion
(HI) signed the MoC regarding the placement of international volunteers in the partner
hospitals of Thua Thien Hue and Quang Tri provinces.

In order to effectively and efficiently support the development and strengthening of
comprehensive rehabilitation services in partner hospitals, JICA, through the JOCV (Japan
Overseas Cooperation Volunteer) Section of its Vietnam Office, and HI, through its Vietnam
Office formed a collaborative partnership in order to bring together complementary expertise
and resources from both organizations.

JICA commenced JOCV program in Vietnam in February 1995. The objectives of JOCV
Program are to contribute their skills, knowledge and experience to the local socio-economic
development by integrating themselves to local life and enhancing the friendly relations
between Japan and Vietnam. JOCVs in Vietnam are active in various fields such as medical
care, Japanese language instruction, education, etc..

Along with the increasing need of rehabilitation in Vietnam, the number of medical
organizations requesting JOCVs in rehabilitation is also increasing. To improve the quality of
rehabilitation services, JOCVs have been sharing their techniques, methods, international
standard, principles of patient-centered care. They also organize training workshops, case
studies and coordinate with hospital staff to enhance rehabilitation effectiveness and raise
people’s awareness toward early intervention rehabilitation.

HI is operating the Project “The Advancing Medical Care and Rehabilitation Education”
funded by United States Agency for International Development (USAID) which aims to
improve quality of life of people with brain lesions, especially those with stroke, traumatic
brain injury, cerebral palsy and/or spina bifida/hydrocephalus, by improving access and
quality of rehabilitation services. The project has developed standardized medical and
functional rehabilitation care guidelines and strengthened the capacity of reference centers
within the Ministry of Health and Provincial Departments of Health. One of the key
objectives of the project is to improve technical capacities of rehabilitation professionals in
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hospitals, which is done, among others, through in-service training (Continuing Medical
Education). To support training follow-up and mentoring of trained staff, the project is also
placing international volunteers (PT, OT and ST) in partner hospitals to provide continuous
technical support to the local service providers.

Based on the needs of the local partners, HI and JICA will collaborate in the placement of
volunteers who would be involved in mentoring rehabilitation staff in order to strengthen
rehabilitation services in the partner hospitals, thus bringing a better life for people with brain
lesion. Today, on the celebration of International Volunteer Day (5" December), JICA and
HI signed Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC).

JICA and HI, as well as their local partners, are very much looking forward to successful
collaboration and placement of Japanese volunteers in Hue and Quang Tri province.

*For further information, please contact:

JICA Vietnam Office

11th Floor, Corner Stone Building, 16 Phan Chu Trinh Street, Hoan Kiem, Hanoi, Viet Nam
Tel: (84-24) 3831 5005 (ext. 125)

Ms. Le Quynh Anh (PR Officer)



