
Agriculture Project Manager Specialist

ONSITE ECUADOR

GENERAL INFORMATION

Host Entity: WFP ECU

Country of Assignment: Ecuador

Duty station: Quito

Volunteer Category: International UN Volunteer Specialist

Number of Assignment(s): 1

Expected Start Date: 01/10/2025

Duration: 18 month(s)

Possibility of Extension: No

Sustainable Development Goal: 13. Climate action

DoA ID: 1784888021261631

DETAILS

ORGANISATION MISSION AND OBJECTIVES

The mission of the World Food Programme (WFP) is to end global hunger. As

the food assistance branch of the United Nations, WFP works to save lives in

emergencies, improve nutrition, and build long-term resilience in vulnerable

communities. Through humanitarian and development efforts, WFP aims to

ensure that no one is left behind in the fight against hunger. To achieve this

mission, WFP has established five strategic objectives for 2022–2025: Save

lives in emergencies and deliver food assistance in times of crisis. Improve

nutrition and ensure that no one is left behind. Build resilience for food

security and nutrition in fragile settings. Support countries in achieving zero

hunger through sustainable food systems. Partner effectively for coordinated

humanitarian and development response. WFP’s efforts are guided by the

principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality, and independence, working

closely with governments, communities, and partners to achieve a world with

zero hunger.

ASSIGNMENT CONTEXT

The project Innovative Strengthening of Climate Resilience in Sustainable and

Nutritious Agri-Food Systems is financed by the Government of Japan and

implemented jointly with JICA – Ecuador. Its objective is to enhance climate

resilience and food security for vulnerable populations, especially women, by

promoting sustainable agri-food systems and improving access to innovative

climate risk management tools and services. Within this framework, the UN



Volunteer will provide specialized support in smart agriculture and agricultural

insurance to develop climate models for agri-food systems in the provinces of

Imbabura and Manabí, working in collaboration with local producer

organizations.

The volunteer will also support the project team in designing strategies related

to parametric micro-insurance and the climate change component, with a

particular focus on threats such as intense rainfall, aiming to reduce the

vulnerability of farmers and their families. Additionally, the volunteer will join

WFP’s Strategic Outcome 3 (SO3) team to foster dialogue and develop new

proposals focused on climate change adaptation, climate finance, and other

ecosystem-based strategies.

TASK DESCRIPTION

Under the direct supervision of Project Coordinator, SO3 National Officer, the

UN Volunteer will undertake the following tasks:

1. Provide technical support in the design and structuring of agricultural micro-

insurance schemes, with the objective of enhancing farmers' access to

financial products and risk transfer mechanisms as part of their adaptive

capacity to increase resilience to climate change.

2. Systematize processes, outcomes, and lessons learned from the

implementation of the micro-insurance initiative, and prepare technical

reports to share key findings, good practices, and recommendations for

replication and scaling.

3. Conduct cost-benefit analyses of climate change adaptation measures

implemented under Strategic Outcome 3 (SO3), providing evidence-based

insights to guide deci-sion-making and improve the effectiveness of future

interventions.

4. Draft and develop concept notes and technical proposals for submission to

climate finance mechanisms, such as the Green Climate Fund or Adaptation

Fund, to mobilize resources for ecosystem-based adaptation and climate-

resilient food systems.

5. Facilitate technical dialogues and capacity-building sessions with local

producer or-ganizations and stakeholders, focusing on climate risk

management tools, smart agri-culture practices, and the integration of

gender-responsive approaches.

6. Contribute to the design and implementation of early warning systems and

risk map-ping tools for climate-related threats (e.g., excessive rainfall),

tailored to the needs of vulnerable communities in the provinces of Imbabura

and Manabí.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Age: 18-80

Nationality: Candidate must be a national of a

country other than the country of

assignment.

Required experience: 3 year(s)



ASSIGNMENT REQUIREMENTS

REQUIRED RELEVANT EXPERIENCE

3 year(s)

SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE

Experience in:

· Climate-smart agriculture or sustainable agri-food systems.

· Climate risk management and adaptation.

· Agricultural insurance or rural finance mechanisms.

· Design, implementation or evaluation of climate adaptation projects.

· Experience working with family farmers and understanding their specific

needs and challenges.

· Experience in developing and executing strategies for climate resilience and

sustainable agriculture.

· Ability to design and implement insurance schemes tailored to agricultural

needs.

· Understanding of climate data analysis and interpretation.

· Experience with agricultural data management and analysis.

REQUIRED EDUCATION LEVEL

Bachelor's degree in : Agriculture Science, Environmental Science, Climate

Science, Agronomy or related fields

LANGUAGE

Language Proficiency Required

English Fluent Yes

Spanish Working knowledge No

COMPETENCIES AND VALUES

· Adaptability and Flexibility

· Building Trust

· Commitment and Motivation

· Communication

· Creativity



· Empowering Others

· Ethics and Values

· Integrity

· Knowledge Sharing

· Leadership

· Managing Performance

· Planning and Organizing

· Professionalism

· Self-Management

· Technological Awareness

· Working in Teams

OTHER INFORMATION

Volunteerism is understood as a wide range of activities undertaken of free

will, for the general public good, for which monetary reward is not the

principal motivating factor.

LIVING CONDITIONS AND OTHER REMARKS

Quito is the capital of Ecuador; its population is of approximately two million

three hundred thousand inhabitants. WFP premises are located the central-

north zone of the city, around 20 minutes by car from the commercial and

business area. There are no specific residential areas for expatriates, but some

mid/high-class neighbourhoods are in commuting distance from WFP’s offices.

Quito sits at an altitude of around 2,800 metres, meaning travellers arriving

from sea level experience a rapid elevation gain. This sudden change can

sometimes lead to altitude sickness, which may cause headaches, nausea, or

insomnia. If symptoms occur, they can usually be managed by staying

hydrated, getting plenty of rest and taking aspirin. Travellers on medication

should also ensure they bring any necessary prescriptions with them.

Ecuador is classified as a Level 3 security risk by UNDSS due to high levels of

criminal activity. To stay safe during your visit, we recommend the following

precautions:

· Keep important documents, such as your passport, in a secure place and

carry a copy with you.

· Avoid carrying large amounts of cash or displaying valuable items.

· Use official taxis or trusted transportation services, especially at night.

· Stay informed about safe areas and avoid high-crime zones.

· In case of emergency, dial 911 for assistance.



Although a private car is not mandatory, is recommended that foreign staff

and visitors use taxi services, at least until they get familiar with the

addresses and context. There are several taxi companies that provide safe

door-to-door services.

There is public transportation (metro, bus, trolleybus) in the main avenues and

also in the most populated neighbourhoods. There are some dedicated lanes

for bicycles, but it is important to consider Quito’s altitude (2800 MASL) and

hills. WFP Ecuador premises in Quito are located at Citimed building complex.

The building hosts several medical offices and clinics, so it has proper

accessibility for persons with disability (ramps, elevators, wide aisles, etc.).

Ecuador provides the opportunity to explore various environments and regions

within a relatively short travel time and distance. From the highlands and

volcanoes to the Amazonian jungle, the Galapagos Islands and the coastal

region, there is a diverse array of destinations to discover. This presents UN

Volunteers with an excellent chance to enrich their personal experiences

during their assignment.

International Specialist Volunteers will receive the following benefits:

International health insurance with 100% coverage (including dental care) for

the volunteer and eligible dependents.

Life and permanent disability insurance.

A monthly allowance of $2455.13 to cover essential needs.

Training opportunities through the UNV e-campus, with access to hundreds of

courses and external platforms, including language learning.

https://www.unv.org/

INCLUSIVITY STATEMENT

United Nations Volunteers is an equal opportunity programme that welcomes

applications from qualified professionals. We are committed to achieving

diversity in terms of gender, care protected characteristics. As part of their

adherence to the values of UNV, all UN Volunteers commit themselves to

combat any form of discrimination, and to promoting respect for human rights

and individual dignity, without distinction of a person’s race, sex, gender

identity, religion, nationality, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability,

pregnancy, age, language, social origin or other status.

SCAM WARNING

The United Nations does not charge any application, processing, training,

interviewing, testing or other fee in connection with the application or

recruitment process. Should you receive a solicitation for the payment of a

fee, please disregard it. Furthermore, please note that emblems, logos, names

and addresses are easily copied and reproduced. Therefore, you are advised

to apply particular care when submitting personal information on the web.



Interested in this Assignment?

APPLY NOW

PDF generated: 17/10/2025

https://app.unv.org/opportunities/1784888021261631

