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The Vancouver Shin Asahi, a Japanese Canadian youth baseball team, visited the Japanese Overseas
Migration Museum in March. The team was recently reunited after being inspired by the Vancouver Asahi,
which has been featured in books, comics and movies and attracted public attention. At the museum’s
current special exhibition (until May 10, 2015), “Let’s go together from Kishu! – Emigrants from Wakayama
spread around the world“, the photos including the 1926 Vancouver Asahi team members and their home
field, Oppenheimer Park (Powell ground), are displayed at the section, which introduces migration to
Canada. The Vancouver Shin Asahi team stayed in Yokohama and played a friendship game with a little
senior team from Yokohama and made a courtesy visit to Yokohama Mayor Hayashi and Canadian Embassy in Tokyo as the project commemorating
the 50th anniversary of Yokohama-Vancouver sister-city relationship.

Twelve years have already passed since a project to conserve
endangered Bali Mynah started in cooperation with West Bali National
Park, an only national park in Bali, Indonesia, Preservation and Research
Center of Yokohama City (PRC) and JICA. In the Breeding Center of west
Bali National Park, the collaboration turned out to be 44 baby birds’
healthy growth and the start of “soft release” from last year to release
the birds after the habituation training to the natural environment. Of
the 14 birds released last year, we could
observe 3 pairs were breeding their active
babies after their reproduction in the
wild. Furthermore, we identified that a
released bird and a wild bird paired up
and nurtured their new life. It will not
be long until a flock of Bali Mynahs fly
over the West Bali National Park.

In Sumberklampok surrounded by
West Bali National Park, staff of the
National park and i-i-network (a
general incorporated foundation in
Kawasaki City) collaborate with their
residents to promote village tourism,
which establishes preservation of
biodiversity of the park as well as the
improvement of the community’s livelihood. One of the activities, the
English tour guide seminar collects young participants from 10’s to 30’s
to create employment in the village, where many young people are
unemployed . A young participant who has been earning his living by
illegal logging in forests gave us a tour of main attractions of the village
vigorously using the village’s pictorial map made by themselves. He told
us that he found tourism promotion will be more productive than illegal
logging in the future and it will be of mutual benefit to both himself and
the village.
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For one month from January, 37 Nikkei middle-school students from Argentina, Paraguay, Peru, Brazil and Bolivia attended the seminar in JICA
Yokohama on the development of next generation in Japanese communities. The interviewees are Komori-san from Brazil and Chibana-san from
Bolivia, who are both fluent in Japanese. In their home country, they study hard in a local school in the morning and a Japanese language school in
the afternoon.
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To provide technical support to the participants of the “Planning of Fisheries Community
Development”, a fisheries sector training course in JICA Yokohama, after their returning to their home,
home, Maldives, 2 instructors from IC Net Limited, which was entrusted with the training were sent
to Maldives. Maldives, located in South Asia, is an island nation in the Indian Ocean consisting of
about 1,200 islands. The fisheries industry is the islands’ second major industry after tourism. The annual
fish consumption per person is 144kg, which is the largest in the world. The trainees who have returned to
Maldives are working for the project to improve the quality of processed bonito (Maldive fish) products,
such as dried bonito. In their destination, Gemanafushi island, the trainees conducted field surveys and workshops for those concerned with
fisheries, processing and shipping using the survey method learned in Japan. As a result, they could modify the original project planning to more
closely fit the actual conditions.
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the seminar collected nearly 1,700 participants.
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